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Crop Production 
 
Iowa: As of October 1, Iowa’s 2010 corn for grain yield is forecast at 169 bushels per acre, down 10 bushels from the 
September 1 forecast and 13 bushels below 2009.  Planted and harvested acres were increased by 100,000 each, to 
13.4 million and 13.1 million, respectively.  Production is forecast at 2.21 billion bushels for the State, down more than 9 
percent from last year. Forecasted ears per acre, at 29,450, are the highest on record when compared to final counts. As of 
October 3, Iowa producers had harvested 19 percent of the corn, more than double the 5-year average of 9 percent.  
 
The October 1 soybean yield forecast of 52 bushels per acre is unchanged from the September 1, forecast, but up 
1.0 bushel per acre from 2009. Planted and harvested acres were lowered by 300,000 each, to 9.9 million and 9.85 million, 
respectively.  If realized, soybean production would be 512 million bushels, up more than 5 percent from last year, but 
15.6 million bushels less than the September 1 forecast.  Forecasted pods with beans, at 2,046 per 18 square feet, are the 
highest on record when compared to final counts. As of October 3, soybean harvest was 38 percent complete, 
20 percentage points ahead of last year, but only 1 percentage point ahead of the 5-year average. 
 
United States: Corn production is forecast at 12.7 billion bushels, down 4 percent from the September forecast and down 
3 percent from last year's record production of 13.1 billion bushels. Based on conditions as of October 1, yields are 
expected to average 155.8 bushels per acre, down 6.7 bushels from the previous month and 8.9 bushels below last year's 
record of 164.7 bushels. Forecasted yields decreased from last month throughout much of the Corn Belt and Tennessee 
Valley. Illinois showed the largest decline, down 14 bushels per acre. Indiana and Iowa are both down 10 bushels from the 
previous month, while Missouri and Nebraska declined 9 bushels per acre. Area harvested for grain is forecast at 81.3 
million acres, up less than 1 percent from the September forecast. Acreage updates were made in several States based on 
administrative data. 
 
Soybean production is forecast at a record high 3.41 billion bushels, down 2 percent from September, but 1 percent above 
last year. Based on October 1 conditions, yields are expected to average a record high 44.4 bushels per acre, down 
0.3 bushel from last month, but up 0.4 bushel from last year. Compared with last month, yields are forecast lower or 
unchanged in all major-producing States except Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, New York, and Wisconsin. The 
largest decreases in yield from last month are expected in North Carolina and Virginia, down 5 and 4 bushels, 
respectively. If realized, the forecasted yields in Illinois, Louisiana, Nebraska, New York, North Dakota, and Wisconsin 
will be record highs and the forecasted yield in Minnesota will tie the previous record high. Area for harvest in the United 
States is forecast at 76.8 million acres, down 1 percent from the previous estimate, but up 1 percent from 2009. Acreage 
updates were made in several States based on administrative data. 
 
October 2010 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
Crop 
For Harvest Yield per acre Production 
2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
 Thousand Acres Thousand Acres Bushels Bushels Thousand Bushels Thousand Bushels 
IOWA 
Corn for Grain 
Soybeans 
Alfalfa Hay1 
All Other Hay1 
 
UNITED STATES 
Corn for Grain 
Soybeans 
Alfalfa Hay1 
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Soybeans, 2009-2010 
District 
Harvested Yield/acre Production 
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U.S. Corn Supply and Demand 
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Annual Small Grain Summary 
 
Iowa: Oats – Iowa’s 2010 planted oat acreage, at 180,000 acres, is 10 percent below the 200,000 acres planted last year. 
Oat acreage harvested for grain, at 70,000 acres, is nearly 26 percent lower than last year. Iowa’s 2010 oat yield, at 
62 bushels per acre, is 3 bushels per acre lower than 2009.  Iowa’s oat grain production, at 4,340,000 bushels, is nearly 
30 percent lower than last year. 
 
Winter Wheat – Iowa’s 2010 winter wheat acreage harvested for grain, at 10,000 acres, is 12,000 acres lower than last 
year.  The yield is 46 bushels per acre, 1 bushel per acre above last year.  The state’s production, at 460,000 bushels, is 
54 percent lower than the previous year. 
 
United States: All wheat production totaled 2.22 billion bushels in 2010, down 2 percent from the August 
forecast, but up slightly from 2009.  Grain area is 47.7 million acres, down 4 percent from last year.  The United 
States yield is a record high 46.7 bushels per acre, 2.3 bushels higher than last year and 1.8 bushels higher than 
the previous record set in 2008.  The levels of production and changes from last year by type are: winter wheat, 
1.49 billion bushels, down 3 percent; other spring wheat, 627 million bushels, up 7 percent; Durum wheat, 
111 million bushels, up 2 percent. 
 
Oat production is estimated at a record low 81.9 million bushels, 6 percent below the August forecast and down 
12 percent from last year.  Yield is estimated at 64.6 bushels per acre, down 1.7 bushels from the last forecast 
and down 2.9 bushels from the previous year.  Compared with last year, yields decreased or stayed the same for 
most States, with the exception of Michigan, Texas, and several States in the Northwest.  Harvested area, at 
1.27 million acres, is 4 percent below August and 8 percent below last year.  This is the smallest acreage 




September 2010 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
Crop 
For Harvest Yield per acre Production 
2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 
 Thousand Acres Thousand Acres Bushels Bushels Thousand Bushels Thousand Bushels 
IOWA 




Oats for Grain 
Wheat, All 
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County-level crop production data provides critical insight to producers 
and agribusinesses – insights that can have a major impact on your 
operations. 
 
Each year, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) gathers 
key information on crop acreage and production from farmers and ranchers across 
Iowa.  This data is then used to estimate the official USDA year-end county production.  
 
Your participation is important.  Please be assured that your responses to this survey, as with all NASS surveys, 
will be completely confidential, as required by federal law. NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and 
publishes data only in aggregate form, ensuring that no individual farmer or rancher can be identified. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support of our programs and Iowa agriculture.  If you have any questions or 
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